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though our author does not say so, appears the influence of the laissez- 
faire doctrines of the new political economy upon international rela- 
tions. Some day the historians will show that it was the Industrial 
Revolution in England, rather than the Greek insurrection or the revolt 
of the Spanish colonies, which brought to naught the day-dreams of the 
Russian Tsar and permitted Canning to write exultantly to the British 
minister at St. Petersburg (January, 1823) : " Every nation for itself 
and God for us all; only bid your emperor be quiet, for the time for 
Areopagus and the like of that is gone by." 

Mr. Phillips's book is worth reading and study. He has made liberal 
use of the recent historical researches of the Grand Duke Nicholas 
Mikhailovich, M. Muhlenbeck's fitude sur les origines de la Sainte- 
Alliance, and of the British Foreign Office Records ; he has brought to 
prominence, as they deserve, Alexander's "Instructions toNovosilt- 
sov " ; and if the result is less favorable to the idealism of England than 
to that of a Russian Tsar, it is but a tribute to Mr. Phillips's impartial 
presentation of historical facts. 

Carlton Hayes. 

Ideas of Political Representation in Parliament, i6ji-i8j2. 
By Philip Arnold Gibbons. Oxford, B. H. Blackwell, 1914. — vi, 
5<5PP- 

Since George Wingrove Cooke published his History of Party, nearly 
eighty years ago, no comprehensive and authoritative history of polit- 
ical parties in England has been attempted. Cooke carried his study 
down to the Reform Act of 1832. There is an obvious need for a 
history of parties from 1832 to the incoming of the Labor and Socialist 
groups into the House of Commons at the general election of 1906, 
much on the model of Cooke's three volumes that were published in 
1836. It may be that the task is already in hand. If so, the author 
of the new history must be finding much help of a kind that was not so 
generously available at the time Cooke wrote ; for there is today quite a 
large library of books on different phases of English party history. These 
books, most of them written within the last thirty or forty years, are con- 
cerned with the Whig and Liberal, the Tory and Conservative, and the 
Labor and Socialist parties at particular stages in their existence, or with 
the principles of these parties as they were manifest when some great 
political question was agitating the country and demanding settlement. 

Mr. Gibbons's Ideas of Political Representation in Parliament is of 
this class, and it is an excellent example of the material that is awaiting 
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the next historian of political principles and political parties in England. 
The beginning of the movement for the reform of the representative 
system that achieved its first permanent success in 1832 can be dated 
from the reign of Elizabeth ; for Wylson, Elizabeth's principal secretary 
of state, urged upon the Queen that reform was then overdue. Mr. 
Gibbons takes Cromwell's sweeping but short-lived reform of the House 
of Commons — the reform that Clarendon declared was worthy of a 
better time — as his starting point, and examines with interest and clear- 
ness the ideas as to representation that were held from the Restoration 
to the American Revolution by the parliamentary leaders and the writers 
of the Whig and Tory- parties. 

Radicalism in English eighteenth-century politics was an outgrowth 
of the American Revolution, although the term radical as applied to 
political thinkers and a political party did not come into use until three 
or four years after the outbreak of the French Revolution. Mr. Gib- 
bons dates the birth of Radicalism a little earlier than the American 
Revolution. He attributes it to the formation of the Bill of Rights 
Society in 1769. Radical ideas on representation's Mr. Gibbons 
shows, went much beyond those of the Whigs. They were based on the 
conviction, strongly held by Radical parliamentary reformers like the 
indefatigable Cartwright, that the greatest stake in a country with rep- 
resentative government is not wealth and property, but wife and chil- 
dren. Mr. Gibbons makes clear that what really distinguished reformers 
of the school of Cartwright from the Whig reformers was the compre- 
hensiveness of their schemes, which implied not only a desire to reform 
abuses, but a definite democratic theory on which reform was to be 
based. 

Mr. Gibbon's book differs from all other studies of party history, or 
aspects of party history, in that it is concerned with ideas that were 
discussed over a long period ; for it was nearly a century and three- 
quarters before any of the ideas and principles that Mr. Gibbons exam- 
ines were embodied in an act of Parliament. Mr. Gibbons showed much 
originality in the choice of his subject ; and his successful presentation 
of it suggests the desirability of other monographs on similar lines. The 
ideas of Whigs and Tories, Liberals and Conservatives, on such ques- 
tions as the Established Church, taxation, the state and education, the 
House of Lords, and colonial policy, could all be profitably examined 
in the spirit and style of Ideas of Political Representation in Parlia- 
ment. 

Edward Porritt. 

Hartford, Connecticut. 



